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The international application does not comply with Ihe requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. la coming to this 
conclusion the Ihtemational Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-21 are directed to a medical implant for implantation in a cavity of a bone including an upper 
surface with a flange member extending outwardly and adapted to abut the surface of the bone 
surrounding the cavity. It is considered that a a flange to abut the surface of the bone comprises a first 
"special technical feature". 

2. Claims 22-36, 41 and 42 are directed to an implantable component and its method of in^lantation of a 
tissue stimulating prosthesis including a protective faceplate. It is considered that the faceplate of a tissue 
stimulating prosthesis comprises a second "special technical feature". 

3 . Claims 37-40 are directed to a method of implanting a medical implant having a lower conformable 
surface including the steps of forming or selecting a cavity in the bone and conforming the lower surface 
of the implant to match the shape of the cavity of the bone. It is considered that an medical implant with 
lower conformable surface comprises a third "special technical feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technicial features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCX rule 13 .2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
apiplication does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. Claims Nos: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



because they relate to parts of the international application that do not conyly with flie prescribed re 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifbaUy: 



3. Claims Nos: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance wilii the second and third sentences of Rule 

6;4(a) 

Box n Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
Claims 1-21 

Claims 22-36, 41 and 42 
Claims 37-40 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, ttiis international search report covers all 

searchable claims 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifymg an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 

— payment of any additional fee. 

3- |x I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 

— report covers only tibose claims for vsWch fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 1-42 
It was decided that flie fees paid were sufficient to cover all claims. 



4. I I No reqmred additional search fees were timely paid by liie applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
— is restricted to the invention first mentioned in tiie clahns; it is coveted by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest |x | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I I No protest accon^anied Oie payment of additional search fees. 
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